To: Directors@nationalestuaries.org[Directors@nationalestuaries.org}

Cc: Rodney, Ann[rodney.ann@epa.gov}; Pryor, Margherita[Pryor.Margherita@epa.gov}; O'Neill,
Leah[Oneill.Leah@epa.gov]; Liebman, Matt{Liebman.Matt@epa.gov]; Brochi,
Jean[Brochi.Jean@epa.gov]; Whittle, Caitlyn[Whittle.Caitlyn@epa.gov]; Winfield,
Richard[Winfield.Richard@epa.gov}; Jewhurst, Sheri[Jewhurst.Sheri@epa.gov]; Spinweber,
Barbara[Spinweber.Barbara@epa.gov}; Purdy, Irene[Purdy.lIrene@epa.gov}; Huertas,
Evelyn[Huertas.Evelyn@epa.gov]; Mackey, Megan[Mackey.Megan@epa.gov]; King,
Catherine[King.Catherine@epa.gov];, Hoffmann, Michael[Hoffmann.Michael@epa.gov], Plymale,
Chris[Plymale.Christopher@epa.gov}; Burks, Felicia[Burks.Felicia@epa.gov}; DiMaio,
Jennifer[Dimaio.Jennifer@epa.govl; Evans, Rhonda[Evans.Rhonda@epa.gov]; Blount,
Tiana[Blount.Tiana@epa.gov}; Jacobson, Dougljacobson.doug@epa.govi; Marr,
Suzanne[Marr.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Martin, Molly[Martin.Molly@epa.gov}; Valiela,
Luisa[Valiela.Luisa@epa.govl]; Salter, Joel[Salter.Joel@epa.gov]; Rylko,
Michael[Rylko.Michael@epa.gov]; Vallette, Yvonne[Vallette.Yvonne@epa.gov]; Laurson,
Nancy[Laurson.Nancy@epa.gov}; Mercado, NoemifMercado.Noemi@epa.govl; Craghan,
Michael[Craghan.Michael@epa.gov]; Kadri, Jamal[Kadri.Jamal@epa.gov}; Wesson,
Dolores[Wesson.Dolores@epa.gov}; Bacalan, Vince[Bacalan.Vince@epa.gov]; Cote,
Mel[Cote.Mel@epa.gov]; Lyons, Regina[Lyons.Regina@epa.gov}; Negron,
Nesmarie[Negron.Nesmarie@epa.gov]; Balla, Richard[Balla.Richard@epa.gov], Ambrogio,
Edward[Ambrogio.Edward@epa.govl; Price-Fay, Michelle[Price-Fay.Michelle@epa.gov}; Thomas,
Chris[Thomas.Chris@epa.govl; Nuhfer, Mark[Nuhfer.Mark@epa.govj}; Ellington,
Natalie[Ellington.Natalie@epa.gov]; McCormick, Karen[McCormick.Karen@epa.govl; Ziegler,
Sam|Ziegler.Sam@epa.govl; Murchie, Peter[Murchie.Peter@epa.govl; Zobrist,
Marcus[Zobrist.Marcus@epa.govl; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Smith,
Bernicel[Smith.Bernicel@epa.govj

From: Smith, Bernicel

Sent: Thur 2/16/2017 12:14:08 PM

Subject: FW: 2016 NEP Strategic Plan Accomplishments and the Final FY 2017 - 2019 National
Estuary Program Funding Guidance

2016 Leveraging Summary 15Feb2017.pptx

Final FY 2017-2019 NEP Funding Guidance 2 15 2016.docx

Final National Estuary Program PE Guidance Aug 3 2016.pdf

Good morning all! As a follow to yesterday’s message, I am attaching the Final National
Estuary Program PE Guidance that is referenced in the 2017-2019 NEP Funding Guidance.

Have a great day!

Bernice

Bernice L. Smith, Ph.D.

Chief, Coastal Management Branch
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Oceans and Coastal Protection Division
Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 4504T
Washington, D.C. 20460

Phone: 202-566-1244

Fax: 202-566-1336

http://water.epa.gov/type/oceb/nep/index.cfm

Visitors and Delivery: 1301 Constitution Ave. NW

William Jefferson Clinton West Bldg — RM 7214A MailCode: 4504T

Washington DC, 20004

From: Smith, Bernicel

Sent: Wednesday, February 15,2017 6:05 PM

To: 'Directors@nationalestuaries.org' <Directors@nationalestuaries.org™>

Cc: Rodney, Ann <rodney.ann@epa.gov>; Pryor, Margherita <Pryor.Margherita@epa.gov>;
O'Neill, Leah <Oneill. Leah@epa.gov>; Liebman, Matt <Liebman.Matt@epa.gov>; Brochi, Jean
<Brochi.Jean@epa.gov>; Whittle, Caitlyn <Whittle.Caitlyn@epa.gov>; Winfield, Richard
<Winfield Richard@epa.gov>; Jewhurst, Sheri <Jewhurst.Sheri@epa.gov>; Spinweber, Barbara
<Spinweber.Barbara@epa.gov>; Purdy, Irene <Purdy.Irene@epa.gov>; Huertas, Evelyn
<Huertas Evelyn@epa.gov>; Mackey, Megan <Mackey.Megan@epa.gov>; King, Catherine
<King.Catherine@epa.gov>; Hoffmann, Michael <Hoffmann Michael@epa.gov>; Plymale,
Chris <Plymale.Christopher@epa.gov>; Burks, Felicia <Burks.Felicia@epa.gov>; DiMaio,
Jennifer <Dimaio.Jennifer@epa.gov>; Evans, Rhonda <Evans.Rhonda@epa.gov>; Blount, Tiana
<Blount. Tiana@epa.gov>; Jacobson, Doug <jacobson.doug@epa.gov>; Marr, Suzanne
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<Marr.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Martin, Molly <Martin.Molly@epa.gov>; Valiela, Luisa
<Valiela.Luisa@epa.gov>; Salter, Joel <Salter.Joel@epa.gov>; Rylko, Michael
<Rylko.Michael@epa.gov>; Vallette, Yvonne <Vallette. Yvonne@epa.gov>; Laurson, Nancy
<Laurson.Nancy@epa.gov>; Mercado, Noemi <Mercado.Noemi@epa.gov>; Craghan, Michael
<Craghan.Michael@epa.gov>; Kadri, Jamal <Kadri.Jamal@epa.gov>; Wesson, Dolores
<Wesson.Dolores@epa.gov>; Bacalan, Vince <Bacalan.Vince@epa.gov>; Cote, Mel
<Cote.Mel@epa.gov>; Lyons, Regina <Lyons.Regina@epa.gov>; Nesmarie Negron
<Negron.Nesmarie@epa.gov>; Balla, Richard <Balla.Richard@epa.gov>; Ambrogio, Edward
<Ambrogio.Edward@epa.gov>; Price-Fay, Michelle <Price-Fay Michelle@epa.gov>; Thomas,
Chris <Thomas.Chris@epa.gov>; Nuhfer, Mark <Nuhfer.Mark@epa.gov>; Ellington, Natalie
<Ellington.Natalie@epa.gov>; McCormick, Karen <McCormick.Karen@epa.gov>; Ziegler,
Sam <Ziegler.Sam@epa.gov>; Murchie, Peter <Murchie.Peter@epa.gov>; Zobrist, Marcus
<Zobrist Marcus@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Smith, Bernicel
<Smith.Bernicel@epa.gov>

Subject: 2016 NEP Strategic Plan Accomplishments and the Final FY 2017 - 2019 National
Estuary Program Funding Guidance

MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: 2016 NEP Accomplishments and the FY 2017 - 2019
National Estuary Program Funding Guidance

FROM: Bernice L. Smith, Chief
Coastal Management Branch

TO: National Estuary Program Directors

This is the time of the year that EPA acknowledges our NEP Strategic Plan
measure accomplishments that are reported annually to OMB and
Congress. First, thank you for protecting and restoring a total of 70,462
acres of habitat in 2016! The largest category of acres protected and
restored was forest/woodland at 25,166 acres! Kudos to Nancy Laurson
for her leadership in influencing the migration of the NEPORT database
that hosts the habitat data, as well as receiving, quality checking and
reporting habitat results!

ED_001778A_00004672-00003



While we fell short of our 100K habitat acreage annual target, | realize you
face many administrative, coordination, and funding challenges in working
with multiple stakeholders at the Federal, State, or local levels, that
influence the timing of habitat restoration project implementation.
Nevertheless, we appreciate your perseverance! Thanks also to the EPA
Regions for their tireless assistance!!

You are also commended for leveraging a total of $1.14 billion, resulting in
an average leveraging ratio of 24:1 in 2016. Attached please find a
summary of your leveraging activities, for more information. Thanks for
your continued influence in your communities as you attract the needed
expertise and resources to advance your CCMP priorities! A shout out to
Vince Bacalan for his guidance, data quality checking, analysis and
reporting of these results!

| realize you are now preparing for 2017 workplan activities and have been
awaiting information on reporting requirements and new EPA assistance
agreement policies. | am happy to share the FY 2017 - 2019 National
Estuary Program Funding Guidance. Just to highlight a few items--first, in
previous years, there has been a Guidance for Regional Coordinators, and
one for NEP Directors; you will notice that those are now combined into
one document.

Second, as you know, the National Estuary Program was reauthorized by
Congress on May 20, 2016. The new law includes §320(g)(4) that requires
the issuance of competitive awards. The competitive grant program under
section (g)(4) is under development, and is not addressed by this
Guidance.

Third, the Guidance does not include final NEP funding allocation amounts
because those amounts are not yet available. EPA will provide the final
NEP allocations as soon as they are available. Finally, thanks to Jamal
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Kadri for leading the effort to streamline this Guidance, with the support
from Headquarters and Regional staff. You will find that the Guidance also

incorporates some of your suggestions.

Again, keep up the good work! If you have any questions or need further
information, please contact me at (202) 566-1244 or via e-mail

at smith.bernicel@epa.qgov.

Best regards,

Bernice

Bernice L. Smith, Ph.D.

Chief, Coastal Management Branch

Oceans and Coastal Protection Division
Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 4504T
Washington, D.C. 20460

Phone: 202-566-1244
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